
PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

 

Assistant Minister for the Environment and Water Resources, the Hon John Cobb MP, toured 
northern Victoria Friday, 27th April 2007. 
 
Water savings and water accountability were highlighted through inspection of the newly developed 
‘FlowLab’, capable of certifying water control infrastructure, to improve the efficiency of irrigation 
systems through improved metering.� 
 
An AWMA Pty Ltd innovation, ‘FlowLab’ is an open-flow verification and research facility based in 
Cohuna. Flows from 0.5ML per day to 100ML per day can be monitored in true open channel 
conditions, enabling accurate verification of flows through water control infrastructure (including 
meters and meter emplacements). Never before has such a facility been available to the Australian 
water industry. 
 
Mr Cobb was impressed by the facility and the accuracies it can obtain. The much-needed test facility 
was also praised for supporting the Australian water industry in fast-tracking the development of 
accurate water saving infrastructure. 
 
The current drought and subsequent water shortages have focused the attention of governments and 
water users on water efficiency, accountability and more accurate metering devices.  
 
Standards Australia and the National Metering Institute are developing legislation, which requires all 
irrigation meters meet new national standards. To achieve this, all meters must be tested in a NATA 
(National Association of Testing Authorities, Australia) certified flow test facility. Hence ‘FlowLab’ was 
constructed.  
 
Brett Kelly, General Manager of AWMA, said ‘FlowLab’ was the first of its kind in Australia, possibly 
the largest in the world and would provide the Australian water industry many national and 
international opportunities.  
 
“The accuracies gained from using FlowLab, will result in better accountability, more equitable water 
distribution and ultimately, greater economic and environmental sustainability for Australia,” he said.   
 
Mr Cobb was accompanied by John Forrest (Federal Member for Mallee), Peter Walsh (State 
Member for Swan Hill) and Paul Weller (State Member for Rodney), in investigating new and 
proposed water saving initiatives within the region. 
 
Gannawarra Shire Chief Executive Officer Rosanne Kava said, “It was pleasing to see a Federal 
Minister visiting the region and identifying the opportunities ‘FlowLab’ could provide, to assist 
Australia’s national water saving initiatives”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information or photographs please contact Belinda Barker, Marketing Manager, AWMA Pty Ltd on 1800 664 852 or 
belinda@awma.au.com      - ENDS –  

MINISTER DISCOVERS ACCURATE WATER METERING   
 

 


